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FAIRHOPE SINGLE TAX 
CORPORATION

Introduction for Lessees

www.fairhopesingletax.com

336 Fairhope Ave.
Fairhope, AL 36532

Phone: (251) 928-8162
Fax: (251) 928-8203

E-Mail: transfers@fairhopesingletax.com

LEASE ORIENTATION

This orientation is brief and may not answer all of your questions.  

However, it does cover the main points regarding your lease, and aspects 

of your lease payments that are very important for you to know.

After viewing this presentation, you will meet with a staff member to make 

sure all documents are understood and signed.  All of your questions will 

be answered.

You will sign an affidavit acknowledging acceptance and understanding of 

lease conditions.

We encourage you to visit our web site www.fairhopesingletax.com to 

learn more about the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation’s history and 

contributions to Fairhope.
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THE FAIRHOPE SINGLE TAX 
CORPORATION

Fairhope is America’s oldest and largest single tax colony.

The first settlers arrived from Iowa in 1894, to put into practice an 
economic theory of Henry George where the only thing that was taxed was 
land, not wages or capital. 

In 1904,the name was changed to the Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
from the Fairhope Industrial Association.

They acquired land in Fairhope as they were able to pool enough money.  
They wanted to buy land that reflected different uses: residential, 
commercial, and farmland. 

They collected an economic rent and paid all taxes of the lessee. This was 
the “single tax.”  A portion of the rent was set aside to run the Association, 
lay out streets, set aside parklands, provide the first public waterworks in 
Baldwin County, as well as the first public library. The demonstration fee is 
used for the benefit of the community.

The continuation of “Single Tax” and its benefit to the community makes 
Fairhope very unique.

• Gave City of Fairhope deed to all parks and wharf in 1931
*We stipulated that it must remain parkland for the public.

• Helped fund new emergency room at Thomas Hospital
• Helped fund new Neonatal Center in 2014-15
• Provided significant funding for new library
• Majority funder for Fairhope Museum of History
• Gave 24 acres for new ball and soccer fields (Founders Park)
• Funded equipment for athletic facility at Fairhope High School
• Developed the Colony Nature Park
• Contributed to Eastern Shore Art Center addition
• Contributed to Vietnam Memorial and Marietta Johnson statue
• Paved numerous roads in Fairhope.
• Provided sidewalks throughout Fairhope
• Funded Elementary and Intermediate School playgrounds
• Built and gave Troyer-Boothe Road to City of Fairhope
• Provided funding for Rotary Boys and Girls 
• And many other projects too numerous to mention….
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A LESSEE?

Generations of lessees have played a pivotal role in the progress 

of Fairhope and the Single Tax Corporation.

You are one of over 3,900 Single Tax Corporation lessees in the 

Fairhope area.

The Fairhope Single Tax Corporation has over 4,400 acres of 

mixed-use land: residential, commercial, and farmland.  Most of 

the parks and green space in Fairhope is donated by the FSTC 

and used by all citizens of Fairhope.

YOUR LEASE
You do not own the land –

You do own the surface rights to the land.

� The lease is for 99 years, but is renewable at anytime for another 99 

years. You may transfer your leasehold to another at any time.

� We recommend that every new lessee acquire a survey, so you are 

clear where the property lines are; however, this is not a requirement. 

� We do not stipulate what use you make of the land. You do not have 

the authority to grant an easement of any kind to any entity.  If you build 

a pool or pond, you should alert us as we may have a need for the 

displaced dirt.  You have complete surface rights to the land but you 

must abide by the rules of the City of Fairhope or any subdivision 

covenants.

� If your mailing address or mortgage company changes, it is YOUR 

responsibility to notify our office.
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ASSESSMENT AND RENT

The annual rent is based on 4 components:

1. Tax on land

2. Tax on improvements

3. An Administration fee ($105 annually)

4. A “Demonstration Fee”  (currently .002 times your individual 
land value)

We receive your tax bill each year . You will receive an “evaluation 
notice”  from Baldwin County Revenue Commissioner (around May) 
letting you know if there is a change in the value of your home or 
property. 

You have the same rights as any deeded property owner regarding 
any questions you may have of the Revenue Commissioner 
regarding the valuation of your home or land.

We work on a true calendar year.  We will send you or your 
mortgage company the rent bill for January 1. We will always 
send you a “Notice” of what we bill your mortgage company.  
The billing dates are January 1 and July 1 with a 90 day grace 
period.

You have two options for payment:

1. You may either pay your rent statement annually by 
February 15th and get a 2% discount. (most mortgage 
companies choose this option).

2. Pay bi-annually by the January 1 (due date) and July 1 
(due date). You do have a 90 day grace period on each 
half. If payment is received after the grace period, a late 
charge is calculated back to the due date.  

ASSESSMENT AND RENT
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ASSESSMENTS AND RENT 

� Your January 1 rent bill is based on the prior year’s valuation.

� When Baldwin County data is received and if there are changes, 

FSTC will process the new data and if we have not collected 

enough, you will receive a 3rd bill for the difference around 

October 1st. If values are less, you will receive a credit. 

AD VALOREM BENEFIT

There is a benefit relating to your ad valorem taxes on your 
vehicles.

After one year, you may bring in your original receipt and we will 
refund or credit your account for any ad valorem taxes on your 
vehicles up to 50% of the amount of your demonstration charge 
for the year.

The name on the car tag must match the name on the lease 
and also include the address of the property.

Remember, you must bring us the original receipt! We will then 
make a copy and record the payment.
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HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION & ASSESSMENT SHEET

� If this is your primary residence, you will 
want to contact the Baldwin County 
Revenue Commissioner for your 
Homestead Exemption.

� After closing, and you have assessed 
your property with the County, please 
bring a copy of your Assessment Sheet 
back to the FSTC office!

Interested in Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
Membership?

You are what is known as a non-member Lessee.  

There are over 3,900 leaseholders living on Single Tax property 
and many are members.  If interested, sign up on the list in the 
office for the next class!

To be a member requires several steps:

1. Attend the Fairhope Single Tax Course that is currently held 
once a year between September and November.

2. At the end of the course, if you would like to become a 
member, complete a membership application.

3. You will then be interviewed by the Membership Committee 
and hopefully, invited to join the Fairhope Single Tax 
Corporation.

Interesting Fact:  As either a resident lessee or a FSTC member, you have the added 
benefit of being able to be buried in the historical Fairhope Single Tax Colony 
Cemetery!  
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Benefits of FSTC  Membership

The main benefit of membership is that you can

� Vote on corporation issues  

� Vote on the election of officers each year

� You can run for office

� Discuss projects that are funded from the fees that benefit Fairhope

� If desired, serve on committees that develop the policies and 
procedures of the Corporation and make a difference in the constantly 
evolving history of  organization.

� Receive a burial space in the historic Colony Cemetery 

The FSTC Staff or a member of the Education Committee will be happy 
to answer any questions you may have about membership.

If interested – please add your name to the potential participant list in the office.

THANK YOU!

QUESTIONS ?
WE ARE HAPPY TO ANSWER 

ANY QUESTIONS YOU 
MAY HAVE!

PLEASE SEE STAFF FOR 
ADDITIONAL PAPERWORK


